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 Explore home exterior materials




For your hemes exterior, its
whats outside that counts

by Carrie Whitney and Karon Warren

ith the mulritude of marerials availablé, whether

vou choose natwral or synchede, vour home’s

exterior can welcome guests and hint ar the
wonderful decor behind the frone door. Here are a few exterior
opticns to explore.

Waoad: Natwal appeal

A readirional faverite, wood remains 2 popular choice for
home exteriors, cspecially in the historic areas of Long Beach.
Wood species such as pine, mahogany, cedar, redwood, cypress,
spruce and Douglas fir are just some that are used for siding,

Wood siding products include plank (long rectangular pieces
of wond applied side by side in a vertical patcern}, claphoard
Loverlapping long rectangular pieces of wood in a horizoncal
pattern}, shingles (smaller uniforme-sized pieces of wood
applied in rows) and shakes {zmaller non-uniform-sized pieces
of wood applied in tows). Consisting of compressed wood fiber,
cotnposition board or hardboard siding also may be used.

Brick: How it slacks up

Cine of the most prevalent natueal exterior marerials, brick
still ranks high with homeowners. Made primarily of clay
and water, brick comes in a rainbow of colors and rextures,
0 course, it important to make sure you like the color you
choose because you cannot change it later without replacing or
painting the brick.

When it comes to price, brick penerally runs becween 3 1o 5
percent more than wood, vinyl or fiber cement siding products.
In mast cases, this cost can be recouped when the howe is sold,
since, on average, brick homes sell for & percent more than
other home styles.

Stone: oA solid selection

Another natural selection, stone remains popular with
today’s homeowners. Unlike other choices, stone generally
is used as an accent material rather than a primary surface
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material. Trim work, accent walls and mailboxes are just a few
of the applications for stone.

Because it is a natural resource, stone is available in an
unlimited number of stvles, colors and rexmures. Thanks o
modetn technology, homeowners can find chis variety with
manufactured stone as well. Like natural stone, manufacoured
stone has a rock-like appearance; however, it is construcred of
cement and generally has a veneer only a few inches deep.

Vinyl siding: Built for beauty

Crheer the past 3 to 10 years, vinyl siding has popped up on
homes everywhere, Made of polyvinyl chloride, vinyl siding
panels resemble wood siding and come in various seyles and
colors, Solid-core vinyl consists of foam backing applied o a
premium vinyl, providing tremendous energy savings. Most
vinyl is expected to last for many years as well—ir usually comes
with a lifetime warranty, which genetally covers 50 years.

Fher cement siding: A strong chivice

Perhaps the hotrest home-exterior product on the marker
right now, fiber cement siding quickly is becoming the most
sought-after siding option. Fiber cement siding, such as
Hardiplank and CertainTeed, resembles wood siding but is
straighrer and heavier than wood. [
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Tips

irom the

Experts

Bill Leisey with Masterworks Construction Services in
Signal Hill says that though vinyl siding is not used in
the South Bay arem, PYC tim boards are becoming
more popular for fascia, window and door trim details
because they are termite-proof and can be painted,

Bob Fisher with REFCO Construction in Torrance says
stucco is popular for rem::udaling and new consfruction
because you can change the style of your home by
merely choosing different stucco textures.

Tom Wilson with Wilson's Heme Improvement in Long
Beach says redwood or cedar siding are most popular in
the historic areas of Long Beach, but almest all exterior
materials work well in the South Bay arsa.

Fishersaysstuccois moredurable and has less maintenance
issues than other exterior finishes. In addition, since color
is added as port of the stuceo process, stucco requires
little o no painting maintenance, he says.

When choosing a material or calor for your exterior,
make sure you do not chaose one that is too frendy or
aut of character for your neighborhood, Wilsan says.

Wilsan says one popular combination is using wood
siding with sfucco to create o nice contrast in textures.

Leisey says when repairing a pre-World War || California
bungalow sided with wood, it is best to use the same
species as the original siding; however, if an entire wall
needs to be replaced, he recommends a fiber cement
praduct.

Wilsan says don't seftle for what's available in exterior
siding at the local hame center. There are many different
textures and materials available, so make your investment
a lasting one by doing research and gefting samples
befare you choose, he says.

Leisey says a commen mistake in installing exterior siding
is not waterproofing and flashing the framing properly
priar to pulfing on the exterior covering, especially where
two different materials come together.

When choosing your exterior materials, be careful
about using too many different materials and watch the
proportions of one material to anather, leisey says.

Fisher says wood siding is great for a certain look but not

practical near damp, humid areas as it has a tendency to
atfract mildew and dry rot as well as termites and ants.
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‘Resources

Decocal

ZEFOB & Vermont Ave,
Torrance, CA 90802
[3T0y TEE-6304
whanaLdecocal.com
segadanp. 19

Sunset Paving

1526 West 2609th Smest Suite 1
Harhar City, CA 90710

[370) 576-A341

WL ELNEELDEVINGING.CoMm

sag ad on g 31

Thompson Building Materials
2400 Facific Coast Highwy
Lomita, CA 40717

(310 326-5160
s, thompsonbldg.com
sE8 & o . 4

M1 Building Matzrials
|06} B31-1874

Contractors Warehouse
(G62] G33-657R

Cougar Stone
[714) 893-7360

Southeast Congtruction Products
{676} 443-0333

While you do have to paint fiber cement siding, because it
haolds paint so well, ic only requires paint every 10 vears or so.

Otherwise, maintenance is minimal.

Succe: oA many-loyered apiion

Stuceo remains one of the most popular siding choices in the
Long Beach area. Applied with a smooth or textured finish,
there are two types of stucco: hardeoat and Exrerior Insulation
and Finish System (commonly referred o as EIFS or synthetic

stucco),

Hardeoat stucco consists of three layers, or coats of a sand,
cement and water mix. EIFS stucco also has layers, bur they
are composed of different materials than hardeoar stuceo. EIFS
usually containg polyscyrene foam, a cement adhesive, a glass
fiber mesh panel and acrylic clastomeric coating.

FHow to cloace

With so many choices available, it may be hard w decide
which material would be bese for your home, Some questions to
consider when choosing a siding option include “whar style do
| want my house ta look like?™ and “how much can 1 afford?”

Also consider how much time and money you wanr ro spend
on maintenance, and don't be afraid ro mix different marerials
for & unique look, Talk o local contractors and suppliers to
find out what their experiences with differenr siding products
have been, Visit area suppliers to see products first hand. Talk
to family and friends about cheir experiences as well and check
out their homes to ses how the finished product looks.

While researching and finding the right home exterior
material for your home can be a daunting task, the reward will
be a wonderful new asset you can enjov every day. i

Editorial Resources begin on page 30.
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